WHAT IS THE MSGCP?

In 1999, The Foster Creek Conservation
District (FCCD) collaborated with various
stakeholders to develop a Habitat
Conservation Plan (HCP) related to
agricultural activities in Douglas County.
This effort has evolved into the Multiple
Species General Conservation Plan
(MSGCP). The MSGCP provides a
mechanism for private, agriculture
landowners or lessees to develop sitespeci�ic conservation plans, which they
use to apply for an Incidental Take
permit. The site-speci�ic conservation
plans incorporate Best Management
Practices (BMPs) to maintain and
improve habitat for the four species of
concern displayed on the front of this
brochure.

WHY PARTICIPATE?

The site-speci�ic plans focus on habitat
improvement for four rare species, all of
which bene�it from a healthy, intact
shrub-steppe ecosystem. Douglas County
is home to Washington State’s largest
population of greater sage-grouse, as
well as populations of the sharp-tailed
grouse, Washington ground squirrel and
Columbia pygmy rabbit. The fact that
these species are still present in Douglas
County illustrates that quality shrubsteppe habitat still exists in the county.
Your voluntary participation in the
MSGCP will protect and enhance this
habitat while at the same time providing
regulatory certainty for your agricultural
operation.
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WHAT IS AN INCIDENTAL
TAKE PERMIT?

HOW CAN I HELP?
By implementing a diversity of BMPs on
your agricultural land, YOU can make an
impact. Listed below is a sample of the
BMPs. For a more detailed description,
reference Appendix E of the MSGCP.

Section 10 of the Endangered Species Act
(ESA) allows issuance of Incidental Take
permits for harming listed species. By
implementing a personalized site-speci�ic
plan or Farm Plan, landowners can ensure
that agricultural activities are protected
while conserving the region's native wildlife
for future generations.

Dryland Agriculture

> Minimize disturbance to covered
species’ habitat through temporal or
spatial buffers.
> Provide habitat for food and escape
cover for covered species.
> Reduce soil loss due to wind, water, and
concentrated �low erosion.
> Protect remaining shrub-steppe habitat.

Rangeland

> Minimize disturbance to covered
species’ habitat through temporal and
spatial buffers.
> Reduce habitat degradation through
manage-ment of livestock use to sustain
forage produc-tion and desired habitats.
> No net loss of shrub-steppe rangeland
habi-tat units.
> Maintain and enhance riparian habitat
to reach full site potential and function.
> Minimize hunting impacts to non-target
species and minimize recreation impacts
through education and traf· ic
minimization.
> Decrease risk of wild ire and develop
plans to minimize loss of habitat.
> Minimize use and concentration of
chemicals or nutrients under all aspects of
livestock production.

HOW DOES IT WORK?

Irrigated Agriculture

> Maintain bene�icial habitat conditions
adjacent to and outside irrigated parcels.
> Minimize disturbance to covered
species’ habitat through temporal or
spatial buffers.
> Minimize the attractiveness of
irrigated crops to covered species.
> Minimize establishment and spread of
undesirable invasive plants.
> Minimize lead and arsenic exposure
when re-planting in certain locations
(i.e., old orchards).

Contact Foster Creek Conservation District to
collaborate on development of a site-speci�ic
plan. This will allow you to apply for a Section
10 permit that, once issued, allows the
incidental take of endangered or threatened
species resulting from otherwise legal
activities. (See figure below.)
Forest Creek Conservation
District

Landowner Interested in
participating in MSGCP

Consultations with Forest Creek
Conservation District, U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, Natural
Resources Conservation
Service, Washington Department
of Fish and Wildlife, and
Landowner

FCCD Conducts Site-Specific
Habitat Survey

FCCD Identifies Impacted
Covered Species

FCCD Writes Draft
Individualized RMS Farm Plan

FCCD Selects Appropriate
BMPS:
1) NRCS CPs
2) Land-use Measures
3) Species-specific Measures

No

Approval of Farm
Plan by
Landowner
No
Yes

Landowner Applies for
and Receives Incidental
take Permit from USFWS
(If Farm Plan is Adequate)

Yes

FCCD Recommends Farm Plan
Approval; USFWS
Recommends
Applying for Permit

