
New Weeds to Watch for in Douglas County:  

Purple Loosestrife 

 
A close up of purple loosestrife flowers. Photo credit: A. Rosenblum 



This is the sixth and final article of the summer in a series that introduces readers to new weed invaders 

in Douglas County. The weed species featured are known from only a few locations in the county, but 

have the potential to become wide-spread and problematic. The goal of these articles is to inform and 

educate Douglas County residents, so that you can help us with the early detection and rapid treatment 

of small weed populations before they become major issues throughout the county.  

This week’s weed to watch for is purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria). Purple loosestrife is an attractive 

plant that was introduced to the U.S. in the 19th century as an ornamental. Unfortunately, it is still sold 

as an ornamental to this day. It is now widespread across the United States and Canada, and has a 

documented occurrence in all but three Washington counties.  

Purple loosestrife is found in wetlands and riparian areas along streams and rivers. It is a highly 

aggressive species that will invade natural, undisturbed sites, as well as disturbed ones. In Douglas 

County, purple loosestrife is most common along the banks of the Columbia, but is also documented in 

drainages and wetlands in the county’s interior.  

Wherever it is found, purple loosestrife reduces wildlife habitat and forage values through the 

displacement of native and beneficial species. If left unchecked, populations will quickly expand, 

outcompete and completely replace native grasses, sedges and flowering plants, forming a dense 

monoculture. These dense monocultures would be particularly harmful to waterfowl and other 

migratory bird species that visit Douglas County’s wetlands at various points throughout the year.  

Purple loosestrife is a perennial emergent aquatic plant. This means that the plant can grow in, and 

emerge from water, and that each individual plant will persist for many years.  Purple loosestrife can be 

readily spotted from afar in the summer months due to its showy magenta flowers. The flowers each 

have 5-7 petals and are densely clustered in a spike ranging from 4 -16 inches at the end of the stem. It 

is the only plant species in Douglas County that grows in and around water with these large showy 

purple flowers.  

Purple loosestrife reproduces and spreads through seed and vegetatively. It is a rhizomatous plant, 

meaning lateral roots develop from the original plant that then send up new flowering stems. A single 

network of roots can have as many as 30 to 50 flowering stems arising from it. This ecological adaptation 

allows purple loosestrife to quickly spread when root fragments are detached, float downstream and 

establish at new locations. The species is also a prolific seed producer. Each plant, with its 30-50 

flowering stems and long bloom period (July-September), can produce up to 2.5 million seeds that can 

float on water and stick to animals.   

Foster Creek Conservation District is leading the development of the Douglas County Cooperative Weed 

Management Area, and has funding to assist landowners with the control of purple loosestrife as well as 

the other weeds featured in this series of articles. If you believe you have purple loosestrife on your land 

please contact Aaron Rosenblum at 509-423-5990 or at arosenblum@fostercreekcd.org; or Dale Whaley 

with the WSU Extension at 509 745-8531, ext. 6352. 

 



 

Purple loosestrife growing in Foster Creek. Photo Credit: A. Rosenblum 



 

The stems of purple loosestrife are squared-off or angular. Photo credit: A. Rosenblum 


