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   Sagebrush Mariposa Lily in bloom 

(Calochortus macrocarpus). 

A big thank you to our sponsor for 
helping fund this newsletter! 
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Voluntary Stewardship Program Work Plan Approved 
 

 On April 30, 2018, the State of Washington approved the Douglas County 

Voluntary Stewardship Program (VSP) Work Plan. The work plan approval 

is the culmination of an eighteen-month planning process undertaken by a 

work group consisting of local farmers, ranchers, orchardists, agricultural 

groups, environmental groups, and state and federal agencies. VSP is an 

agriculturally friendly approach to protect critical areas like wetlands, and 

fish and wildlife habitat. It focuses on maximizing voluntary incentive 

programs and voluntary activities, many of which are easily available to 

producers. One of the work group’s primary goals was to ensure the process 

is easy for VSP to succeed.  So, how can we collectively make VSP 

successful? All you need to do is to continue to implement any conservation 

activities that also enhance your agricultural viability! For VSP to succeed, 

producers must continue to implement NRCS practices or any other 

conservation activities that help to protect and/or enhance critical areas. 

Additional support is available through your local CD at no cost to 

producers. This includes farm-scale planning, help in applying for an 

incidental take permit, trainings, and other technical assistance. As part of 

the VSP implementation, additional funding and cost-share opportunities will also be secured to assist producers 

who want to implement conservation activities. Should the Voluntary Stewardship Program fail in Douglas 

County, due to conservation practices not being implemented or acknowledged, agricultural operators would be 

subject to the Critical Area Ordinances of the Growth Management Act. This could mean an increased burden on 

many operators. You may be required to obtain a permit to make changes to your operation, offset any damage 

to a critical area at your own expense, implement mandatory no-touch buffers, and deal with regulators checking 

on your operation, all leading to time, money, hassle, and uncertainty. Communication is key. To keep track of 

all the relevant activities across the County, a VSP Producer Survey will be administered every five years. The 

work group strongly encourages producers to participate by recording all the various conservation practices they 

may be implementing. The survey is 100% anonymous and confidential. Personal information will not be required 

nor will survey responses be matched to exact locations on a map. For more information on the VSP, please call Aaron 

Rosenblum: (509-888-6372), or visit: http://www.fostercreekcd.org/programs/voluntary-stewardship-program 

 

Education and Outreach Update Spring 2018 
 

This past spring, Foster Creek CD was at several community 

events to spread the word about natural resource stewardship 

with a focus on water quality with funding provided by the 

Department of Ecology. The season kicked off with Chief 

Joseph Dam’s annual Earth Day event where we teamed up 

with Okanogan CD and the Army Corps of Engineers to 

teach students about water rights and the impacts pollution 

has on our rivers and oceans. Shortly after, we hosted a field 

trip with Waterville’s 5th graders and Mansfield’s 7th graders. 

The journey took each class to Walla Walla Point Park in 

Wenatchee where Chinook fry were released into the 

Columbia River as part of the Salmon-in-the-Classroom 

curriculum. Students learned to test pH, ammonia, nitrate, 
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A streambed with white tubes 

protecting new native plants for 

stream conservation. 

High school students learn about macro-

invertebrates at Kids in the Creek. 
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and nitrite levels in the salmon tanks as well as proper salmon care. This included cleaning the tank and feeding 

the fry to ensure their health in clean water. Afterwards, students received a VIP tour of Rocky Reach Dam thanks 

to our partners at the Chelan PUD. In late April, South Douglas Conservation District hosted the 2018 Envirothon 

competition at Badger Mountain where Foster Creek CD administered the Aquatics test. High school students 

were tested on a variety of water quality topics such as pollution tolerance in macroinvertebrate species as an 

indicator of water quality, the water cycle, and the importance of maintaining healthy riparian and wetland areas. 

Congratulations to team Okanogan Grey for winning both the North Central Washington Envirothon and State 

Championship! By early May, the snowmelt was flooding the river banks at a high velocity – a perfect opportunity 

to discuss the importance of keeping our waters clean. To do so, we participated in the annual Kids in the Creek 

event hosted by our friends at Cascadia CD and U.S. Fish & Wildlife’s Education Services at the Entiat National 

Fish Hatchery. We helped North Central Washington high school students don chest waders to collect 

macroinvertebrate samples using a seine net and a D-net. Many caddisflies were discovered – indicating a healthy 

stream as these macroinverts are intolerant of water pollution. Looking ahead, you will find us at the North Central 

Washington Fair, Kids in the Creek in the Fall, and Salmon Fest! 
 

Foster Creek Conservation District to Establish a Cooperative 

Weed Management Area for Douglas County 

The Foster Creek Conservation District (FCCD) is launching a new program to 

establish a Cooperative Weed Management Area (CWMA) for Douglas County. 

The goal of this program is to improve invasive weed species management 

county-wide through increased cooperation between landowners and other 

stakeholders, dedicated project funding, and enhanced education and outreach 

efforts. Several local, state and federal agencies operating in Douglas County have 

already committed to be a part of the CWMA, and private landowners are 

encouraged to participate as well. A key step in establishing the Cooperative Weed 

Management Area is the formation of a steering committee. The steering 

committee will initially meet quarterly to develop a county-wide weed 

management plan for the CWMA. The plan will identify current known weed 

species within the county, anticipated future invaders, and identify associated 

integrated pest management techniques and resources for each weed species. The 

plan will also establish program priorities and challenges, specific weed 

management or eradication projects, and criteria for project prioritization. This new program also includes funding 

to immediately start controlling specific invasive weed species with Early Detection Rapid Response (EDRR) 

methods. This approach aims to find and treat new weed invaders to Douglas County before they become widely 

established and problematic.  The six initial Early Detection Rapid Response species for the Douglas County 

Cooperative Weed Management Area are rush skeletonweed (Chondrilla juncea), yellow starthistle (Centaurea 

solstitialis), houndstongue (Cynoglossum officinale), spotted knapweed (Centaurea stoebe ssp. micranthos), 

Scotch thistle (Onopordum acanthium) and purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria). If you believe you have one 

or more of these weeds on your land, please contact the number below. FCCD is planning on hosting the Douglas 

County Cooperative Weed Management Area kick-off meeting on Thursday July 26th, 2018, from 2-4 pm at 

the North-Central Washington Fairgrounds, 601 N Monroe St, Waterville, WA 98858. Attendees will receive 

2 pesticide credits. If you would like to attend this meeting, or want more information, contact Aaron Rosenblum 

at 509-423-5990, or arosenblum@fostercreekcd.org or go to http://www.fostercreekcd.org/programs/douglas-

county-cooperative-weed-management-area/ 

 

Spotted knapweed is one of 

the targeted weeds. 
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Sign up for Foster Creek’s Third Direct Seed Grant! 
 

Foster Creek Conservation District is excited to 

announce its Direct Seed cost-share program is 

open, as FCCD’s third Ag BMPS Water Quality 

grant from the Washington Department of 

Ecology gets underway.  Availability will be 

based on the total number of eligible acres, but 

it is expected that 8-10 fields can be supported. 

FCCD’s Direct Seed program aims to address 

some of the county-wide water quality and soil erosion issues by providing cost share to producers who are 

converting from conventional tillage to direct seed systems.  The program offers a $28 per acre cost-share for up 

to 250 acres, and extends over three full crop rotations for a total of 750 acres.  The program goal is to assist with 

costs relating to renting direct seed equipment or hiring a local contractor to seed your land.  The grant also covers 

a one year Basic membership ($100.00) for the Pacific Northwest Direct Seed Association, which provides access 

to numerous resources and annual conference. To date, producers participating in the first two sign-ups have 

direct seeded over 4,800 eligible cost-share acres, not including acres above and beyond the total target of 750 

acres per participant. Other components of each of the three Ecology grants include regular water quality 

monitoring at a number of sites in Foster Creek tributaries and a Cost/Benefit analysis that will provide operators 

with the economic impacts of switching from conventional tillage to direct seed. Also, a soil testing and 

monitoring program is in the works to show the changes in the soil when implementing the new direct seed system 

and compare conventional tilled and no-till fields within each operation.  If you are interested in participating in 

the Direct Seed program please contact Amanda Ward at 509-888-6373 (office), or 509-449-2158 (cell).  

 

Going with the Flow: Stream Monitoring in Douglas County 
A flowing stream is a welcome sight this summer and fall in Douglas County. The 

Foster Creek Conservation District and its Environmental Monitoring Program is 

sampling water quality for Fiddle, Deep, and Foster Creeks. The District received 

funding from the Department of Ecology to monitor streams that are listed as impaired 

in Washington State. Grazing and tillage have shaped our county and provided many 

valuable products however, they can also negatively affect water quantity and quality. 

To help our streams and protect watershed health, with landowner permission the 

District planted thousands of native plants last year and managed invasive weed 

species along several reaches on the three creeks. Restored riparian plants will shade 

stream banks, reduce erosion, and provide better quality habitat for in-stream 

invertebrates and animals like sage grouse. To understand how our work effects water 

quality, the District is monitoring several water characteristics including temperature, 

dissolved oxygen, and water clarity. Plant species, soil erosion from tilling, organic 

and inorganic material coming from the soils themselves, groundwater and farming 

and ranching runoff all influence water quality. The changes our riparian plants will 

bring to the streams can take years, but monitoring water quality now will help us better document improvements 

over time to guide our progress. The District hopes to make the information gathered available on our website in 

the near future, so everyone can share in the changes taking place in our streams without getting wet!  

 A temperature logger 

ready for the water. 
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