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Balsam Root (Balsamorhiza sagittata) 
bouquets are showing their beauty across the 

range landscape. 

Thank you to our sponsors 
for funding this newsletter! 



 

Now that spring has sprung, so have biocontrol bugs! 
 

 
For many, spring comes with a laundry list of things 

to do and checking for biocontrol bugs may not be a 
high priority. However, if you intend to buy bugs or are 
concerned about invasive weed spread on your land, a 
quick check could save you time and money. If you’ve 
released biocontrols on your land before, you should 
look at the past release sites, as they tend to propagate 
and migrate across the landscape. A good rule of 
thumb is, where there is one, there will be plenty! If you 
haven’t previously released biocontrols on your land, 
that doesn’t always mean there won’t be an established 
population, as they could have migrated from previous 
releases in nearby fields.   

It’s easy to check - just go to 
an area with the weeds you 
want to control and look for 
biocontrols that may have already found the plants. For instance, to find 
the Toadflax Weevil, look for plants from last year that may have holes in 
the leaves or stems. This is a telltale sign that a weevil was nibbling on the 
plant and possibly laid their eggs within the stalk. When you find bugs, 
count them for 15 minutes or until you reach the number 100, whichever 
comes first. If you count 100 weevils, that means you have a healthy 

enough population to clip and move weed stems with weevils to a new weedy area.  
If you do your count in May or June, the bugs will be more active and much easier to see, as 

they will be outside the stem on the plant looking for a mate. Do your count for 15 minutes and if 
you see 100 bugs, you can use an aspirator to collect 50 weevils and move them to another area. 
Foster Creek CD has aspirators to lend! You can also shake the bugs from the plant into a mesh 
net. Once collected, transfer bugs to a box with some toadflax 
and a lid, and relocate to your desired area. If you aren’t able 
to relocate immediately after collection the bugs can be stored 
in the refrigerator and released the following day. The faster 
the transfer can happen, the better for the weevil!  

To see a demonstration of Toadflax Weevil capture 
techniques, check out Foster Creek’s newest video from the 
“Friend or Foe? The weeds of Douglas County Docu-Series: 
Dalmation Toadflax” on Youtube. 

Want more information or need to borrow some transfer 
equipment?  

Contact Foster Creek Conservation District at  

(509) 888 – 6372 or info@fostercreekcd.org 

  

Upcoming events: 
 FCCD Board meeting 

(public invited) May 12th 6-
8pm. For Zoom Link 
Contact Amanda Ward. 
 

 State Envirothon May 17th-
20th. This event is virtual 
this year.  
 

 Wednesday in the Woods 
at Bridgeport State Park. 
June 16th at 10am. 

 

 
 
 

Toadflax Weevil 
inside a stem. 

Galls are visible on stems. These are 
biocontrol galls for Canada thistle. 



 

What is the Voluntary Stewardship Program? 
 

VSP is a completely voluntary and incentive-based approach to 
protecting critical areas and ensuring long-term agricultural viability in Douglas County. This program 
encourages agricultural producers to work together to avoid regulatory enforcement by recognizing 
and expanding land stewardship practices that increase the health and resiliency of our natural 
systems. Douglas County VSP offers technical assistance and cost-share projects for interested 
producers. 

What is new? 

Douglas County VSP just turned in the first five-
year report that is currently being reviewed by a 
Technical Panel, who will provide their comments 
on July 8th. In the last 5 years, Douglas county 
producers met the majority of the benchmarks set 
in the VSP Work Plan, but adaptive management 
is needed in a few areas moving forward. 
Additionally, Douglas County VSP has an 
updated and user-friendly producer checklist! 

How can you get involved? 

The first step is to fill out the newly updated 
Producer Self-Assessment Checklist. This 
checklist is a way to account for all the good work 
you are already doing and to identify additional 
ways that VSP Technical Service Providers can 

support these efforts. This checklist is designed to be anonymous so that the sections relevant to 
your production are all you need to fill out. Entering this next five-year cycle of VSP, it is highly 
encouraged and appreciated for every producer in Douglas County to do a self-assessment. If you 
want to be directly involved with VSP, a great way is by becoming a member of the Douglas County 
VSP Work Group, agricultural producers and community members from all backgrounds are 
welcome. For more information, check out the VSP tab on fostercreekcd.org. 

Post Fire Assessments helps with future management decisions 
 
As the landscape greens and new vegetation takes root, now is a good time to look 
around your property to assess areas that might need some post-fire attention, 
such as weed control. 

If you live in the Grass Valley fire area, Foster Creek CD can help you with this 
process, with funds available through the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA). FCCD staff will meet with you on your property to evaluate post-fire 

conditions and help determine if you have areas that would benefit from weed mitigation and/or 
supplemental native species re-seeding. These assessments will allow FCCD staff to create a 
plan that will help you support rangeland livestock forage and benefit wildlife habitat across the 
landscape, while also decreasing the impacts of fire on your property.  

Contact FCCD today by emailing info@fostercreekcd.org or calling (509) 888-6372 to learn 
more about this opportunity and how Foster Creek staff can help! 

Voluntary Stewardship is applicable across 
several different landscapes. Rangeland planting 
for wildlife habitat (left) and pest control, border 
planting, and water conserving irrigation practices 
are all part of VSP in orchard production (right). 



NEW VIDEOS!  

Clay’s Story 
 

My name is Clay and I am a fine-grained material that made a great 
journey. I used to live on a plateau near Foster Creek where my job was 
nutrient exchange and holding water in a field of wheat. One day, a great fire 
burned across the field and I lost my job. Then snow fell and when it melted, I 
was swept into a river with my extended mineral family, as the fire had left no 
roots or plants to hold us back. Some of my close clay friends didn’t take this 
journey because their home was a line of plants next to the creek that didn’t 
burn. Those plants stopped my clay buddies movement quickly! “Maybe next 
time fellas, keep up the good work at the farm!” 

As I traveled down the creek bed, my sandy cousins picked up more family from the creek 
bottoms to join the ride! We soil particles can be very powerful 
when we move quickly in large numbers. We can change how a 
stream flows and can sweep up anything in our path. When we’re 
on a roll like this, we’re having too much fun to stop the party.  

I rode along the stream until I was dumped into the Columbia 
River, where I met clays from distant lands, as many other streams 
drain into the Columbia. While floating close to the shore, I met a 
salmon fry who told me how she had hatched upstream in a gravel 
redd in cold clean water. She didn’t like me much because I kept 
tickling her gills as she breathed me in, but I thanked her for her 
story, then flowed away from her in the river.  

I passed over a few dams and made new salmon friends who 
were called parr, salmon fry that had grown large enough to journey downstream. They have a 
hard journey especially because the pike minnows and birds eat so many of them. One day, the 
water started becoming a little salty and I knew I had reached an estuary, a place where the 
ocean and the river mixed. My parr friends all found new homes so they could adjust to the salty 
water, and introduced me to their older salmon sisters and brothers. These guys are called smolts, 
and they were ready to swim out to sea. I swam with them and we dodged some seals and orcas 
as we floated out towards the Pacific Ocean together. Finally, I felt tired and got stuck in a ripple 
on the estuary floor. I never thought I would see such sights. Even though I’m now enjoying a new 
job in the estuary, I miss working on the farm back on the plateau in Douglas County. 

If you enjoyed Clay’s conversations with his salmon companions on his journey, follow real 
salmon as they make their way from the inland rivers the Skokomish and the Duwamish into the 
Puget Sound at https://survivethesound.org/home.  

Special thanks to the WA Dept. of Ecology and the WA State Conservation Commission for funding this 
article. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Since the Pearl Hill Fire, 
Lower East Foster Creek 
shows several signs of 

 

Check them out on Foster Creek’s YouTube channel! 

The Friend or Foe? The Weeds 
of Douglas County Docu-Series 
continues this growing season 

with the release of the Dalmatian 
Toadflax video.  

A fun hands on approach to 
exploring whether streams are 

healthy, using insects in Spotting 
Healthy Streams. 

Hi, I’m 
Clay! 


